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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for.six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies a kk 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
May 22, 1954 


To help your children 

More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 


training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MEssaGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price -50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 
Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 


scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Only 35 cents 





The Story of the Ages 
(Our Cover) 


Unique as our cover design may appear, 
it shows the different episodes of how the 
Lord’s message was delivered to His people. 
Fom Noah and all the Prophets down to 
John the Baptist and Jesus the message of 
the Kingdom is boldly heralded. Then it 
is carried with new power by the Apostles, 
and, though silenced through the Dark Ages, 
is revived in these days and once again 
the tidings of the Kingdom are heard. And 
it shall be heard until the appearance of 
the Prophet Elijah (Mal. 4:5) with divine 
power to begin the work on a gigantic scale 
which will consummate in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God with Jesus Christ 
as Supreme Ruler. Then the hope of those 
who “looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God” shall be realized with a 
crown for all who have overcome. 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE MEGrIppO MEsSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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The Cherub that Walked Among the Stones 


UMANITY has been taught by theology and the 

creeds of the different denominations, that there 

is some evil power to entice men and women away 
from the right path; that they are all the while being 
tempted and lured to destruction by some terrible mon- 
ster. It used to be pictured, and still is in some theologi- 
cal writings, as an ugly old monster with horns and a 
spiked tail, and that he carries a pitchfork with which 
to stir up the wicked in the flames of hell! 

The Encyclopedia Britannica states that this idea of 
the devil came originally from Zoroastrian teachings, 
from the demonology of paganism, the source from 
whence all the false doctrines emanated, and upon which 
the “Mother of Harlots” made all nations of the world 
spiritually drunk. 

If we were talking with many who call themselves 
Bible Students, they would refer us to the 28th chapter of 
Ezekiel as proving their assumption that there is just 
such a monster to lure the unwary into evil. They attest 
that “under the title of the king of Tyrus the Lord gives 
a detailed account of Satan,” pictured also as a beautiful 
cherub. They aver that this man in the reference was a 
devil like “Lucifer”; that there was a great war up in 
Heaven and Lucifer was cast out, and his angels with 
him! 

The fact is, that war has not happened yet; it will not 
be until after the coming of Christ that the devil—all evil 
men and women—shall be cast out of the political heaven, 
and Christ and His saints, or the “man-child,” shall be 
exalted to rule the world in righteousness. Christ is now 
immortal; but when the “body” is completed, made im- 
mortal, then the “dragon” stands ready to make war with 
Him. There are many who claim that this has already 
been fulfilled. Their reasoning has been warped by pagan 
fiction and its teachings. 


Milton, the blind poet, made quite a sensation when he 
wrote Paradise Lost. He pictured a war in the Heaven 
where dwells the Almighty Creator, and the devil cast 
out. The encyclopedia states that this poem of his con- 
firmed this belief in the minds of the people more than 
anything else. He was not only blind literally but also 
spiritually. 

In the Bible we are told of a great power that was to 
arise, the man of sin. It would cause all mankind to be 
turned away from the truth of the Word, as we read in 
Il. Tim. 4: 1—4, “and be turned unto fables.” Anyone 
teaching false doctrines is a part of this power. Now who 
is this “man of sin”? It is somebody “who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God” (II. Thess. 2: 4) ; some- 
one who would set himself up as God’s vicegerent on 
earth and claim the right to speak for God. 

Now let us read Ezek. 28: 1, 2, “The word of the Lord 
came again unto me, saying, Son of man, say unto the 
prince of Tyrus,’”—what does “Tyrus” mean? It signi- 
fies ‘an adversary, an enemy reserved for the day of 
judgment and vengeance.” It includes the unfaithful 
who apostatized from the truth in the early days of Chris- 
tianity. They were in the truth and no doubt zealous 


many times, but they did not endure. Pagan Rome offered 
them large sums of money if they would come over to 
their side. Many times it was favor on one hand, and on 
the other persecution if they refused. When Constantine 
came into power he offered to each convert that would 
come into the apostate church, an amount of gold and 
a white garment. History states that they went in with 
a rush. Thus it is termed “an adversary, an enemy.” 


“Thus saith the Lord God: Because thine heart is 
lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a god, I sit in the seat 
of God”’—that is what the old apostasy says, that it is 
‘in God’s place’—“in the midst of the seas; yet thou art 
a man,”’—not the devil. Yes, says God, “Thou art a man, 
and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of 
God: behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no 
secret that they can hide from thee.” The word “wiser” 
in this connection has for its definitions: “to seem wise 
to one’s self; to be wise in one’s own eyes; to deceive; 
cunning.” How fitting! Of course, a person who knows 
the truth and then forsakes it can misuse that truth with 
more injury than one who has never known or under- 
stood it. 

The testimony in Prov. 30:12 has reference to this 
class: “There is a generation that are pure in their own 
eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness”; as has 
also Prov. 16: 2, “All the ways of a man are clean in his 
own eyes; but the Lord weigheth the spirits.” Also in 
Rev. 2: 2—5 the Lord is writing to those who profess the 
truth: “I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy pa- 
tience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: 
and hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are 
not, and hast found them liars:”—they were straight in 
the doctrine—“and hast borne, and hast patience, and for 
my name’s sake hast labored, and hast not fainted.” He 
says: There are those among you who have done many 
good things and have contended for the truth. We have 
known people in our day who have contended for the truth 
and yet would not do those things which truth demands. In 
doctrine they contended earnestly; but when the doc- 
trine told them what to do, they did not manifest the 
same earnest desire. 


“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love.” Ah, that first love! We 
were zealous in belief, zealous in doing what we saw was 
right. We must have that same zeal in perfecting a char- 
acter. If we do not continue in that same zeal to live out 
the truth, we have lost our first love. It is necessary to 
know the principles of truth, but far more important it 
is to live them out; therefore Jesus warns: “Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except 
thou repent.” There were those heedless, as was Demas, 
“having loved this present world” (II. Tim. 4:10). We 
must watch that we do not let something come in and 
cause us to lose our first love, to sever us from loving 
God with all our heart. 


That was the trouble with that character spoken of in 
Ezekiel 28 who thought he was wiser than Daniel; he 
was wise in his own eyes. It says of him: “With thy wis- 
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dom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee 
riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures: 
by thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou in- 
creased thy riches.” Now let us read Rev. 3: 15—18 and 
see how it fits that class. “I know thy works, that thou 
art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.” 
Better it is never to have known the way of righteousness 
than after knowing it to turn from the holy command- 
ment; better never to agree to serve God than to turn 
and grow cold after making a start! “So then because 
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,”—some- 
thing God utterly abhors—“I will spew thee out of my 
mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that 
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked.” That is the class the Bible terms “naked,” 
unclothed with the robe of righteousness; they think they 
are all right, that they need no chipping and carving to 
get rid of the rough spots. No; God wants men and 
women who know they have not been all right, who real- 
ize that they were all wrong; they keep it in mind and 
do not forget it. He wants them to remember their evil 
ways and doings that were not good, and learn to loathe 
themselves in their own sight for their iniquities and for 
their abominations (Ezekiel 36:31). 


Jesus continued: “I counsel thee to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich’—we shall 
never become truly rich in good works unless we heed 
the warnings. Let no one think he does not need to be 
warned; we shall need to be warned as long as we live. 
Warnings will help to keep us in the way if we show the 
least manifestation of evil. God is warning us all the time 
in His Word. “Watch, lest coming suddenly he find you 
sleeping.” Watch to get that “white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed”—that robe of right doing, the robe of 
righteousness—‘“and that the shame of thy nakedness do 
not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that 
thou mayest see.” God tries to get people to look into the 
mirror of truth and see themselves, and not forget how 
they look. 


Now remember, it is the unfaithful class that Ezekiel 
is speaking of. He says further: “By thy great wisdom 
and traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and thine 
heart is lifted up because of thy riches.” This class think 
they are rich and increased with goods and have need of 
nothing; they understand the Bible and can meet the in- 
fidel and skeptic. It is a good thing to be able to do this, 
but not to be lifted up over it and think that because we 
know the doctrine we shall be saved. When we deny the 
practical walk we are not living the truth; when we deny 
that words of reproof and warning are necessary, we 
are leaving the truth. When we deny there must be hu- 
mility—by our actions if not by words—we are leaving 
the truth. Also when we deny our sins we are leaving 
the truth. 


“Therefore thus saith the Lord God: Because thou hast 
set thine heart as the heart of God; behold, therefore I 
will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the na- 
tions: and they shall draw their swords against the 
beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. 
They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die 
the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas. 
Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? 
but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him 
that slayeth thee. Thou shalt die the deaths of the un- 
circumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken 
it, saith the Lord God. 

“Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, say- 


ing, Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of 
Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God: Thou 
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in 
beauty.” Yes, full of wisdom when they get the doctrine! 
But unless works of righteousness follow, it is only being 
wise in one’s own eyes. “Thou hast been in Eden the gar- 
den of God”’—that shows they have been in covenant. 
They came into the spiritual garden of Eden and agreed 
to work for the Almighty and put away all the fruits of 
unrighteousness. If they become lukewarm they prove 
they have only been full of wisdom in doctrine. “Every 
precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and 
the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sap- 
phire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold. .. Thou art 
the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee 
so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast 
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 
Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou 
wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” 

That is the verse that explains it: “Thou wast per- 
fect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, 
till iniquity was found in thee.” In the Hebrew Lexicon 
the definition is given: “to cut or pare down, to plane 
and polish .. . to create, to produce; to make smooth, to 
polish; hence to fashion, to create.” No man or woman 
ever stepped into this spiritual garden of Eden but after- 
ward committed iniquity; and they must ask forgiveness. 
If they cease doing it, the iniquity is blotted out. There is 
still more wonderful meaning in that word “create.” It 
is “used of the creation of heaven and earth, Gen. 1:1; 
of men, Gen. 1:27... specially of Israel, Isa. 43:1.” 


In Gen. 1:1 it reads: “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.” This applies to the inhabitants 
of the earth, the rulers (heavens), and the earth (peo- 
ple), as in Isa. 1: 2, “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O 
earth’; and in verse 10 it is made clear: “Hear the word 
of the Lord, ye rulers ... and give ear unto the law of 
our God, ye people... .” This is what the Almighty is 
talking about in Gen. 1:1, that He is going to cut, carve 
and fashion every individual who will allow himself to 
be worked upon; every one who will submit to the “ham- 
mer” of God (Jer. 23: 29) He will “cut, carve and fash- 
ion.” The true Israel, spiritual Israel, made up of “those 
worthy of the name,” all who make themselves over into 
new creatures, are the ones He is working with. 

The lexicographer goes on further and gives Isa. 43:1 
as an example of the use of “create,” that it is not refer- 
ring to the literal creation. “But now thus saith the Lord 
that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
Israel, Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I have called 
thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee.” If only they will be 
fashioned, polished, chiseled, and submit to the hammer, 
He will protect them. Also Isa. 65:17, 18 is given as an 
example: “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come 
into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice in that which I 
create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and 
her people a joy.” He is going to have a new heaven and 
earth; a new ruling power and new people ruled over. 

The Apostle Peter tells us the present “heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, ... . the earth also” 
(II. Pet. 3: 10). Those who cannot see the great time of 
trouble coming on the earth, must be asleep mentally. 

We will now read Ezek. 28: 16—19. “By the multitude 
of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with 
violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee 
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as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will de- 
stroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the 
stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy 
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy 
brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee 
before kings, that they may behold thee. Thou hast defiled 
thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thy iniquities, by the 
iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire 
from the midst of thee,’—this word ‘fire’ represents 
God’s judgments—‘“‘it shall devour thee, and I will bring 
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all that be- 
hold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall 
be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never 
shalt thou be any more.” This includes the unfaithful 
servants: “never shalt thou be any more.” 

Oh, we do not want to belong to that band; we want to 
listen to the voice of the Almighty! We must be strictly 
honest in all our dealings. Unless our righteousness ex- 
ceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, the 
professors of religion, we shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven. We must watch self daily to see that 
those rough places are being polished off our character, 
that we may be found ready in that great Day of Judg- 
ment, worthy of exaltation in that new heavens. 


Now in summing up the foregoing evidence, we can 
know for a certainty that this rebellious character was 
the “anointed cherub’; he had been anointed by the 
truth. Why do we believe this? Because we are told in 
II. Cor. 1: 21 about the anointing and by whom it is done: 
“Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and 
hath anointed us, is God.” Then in I. John 2: 27 the Apos- 
tle makes plain what the anointing is: “the same anoint- 
ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth... .” This 
anointed cherub is representative of a class, the unfaith- 
ful, which had the truth in doctrine and had walked 
among the “stones,” those “lively stones” of which we 
are told in I. Pet. 2:5, and which “are built up a spirit- 
ual house. .. .” 

This “house” is composed of all overcomers who have 
worked out their salvation during this 6000-year day of 
salvation, of whom we read in Heb. 3: 6, “Christ as a son 
over his own house, whose house are we, if we hold fast 
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 
end.” It is the “house of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (I. Tim. 
3:15). It is “the house of the Lord” that in the last days 

after the Judgment decree has removed the “chalk 
stones” for destruction—“shall be established in the top 
of the mountains and shall be exalted above the hills; and 
all nations shall flow unto it,” as foretold by Isa. 2:2 
and Micah 4:4, when Christ and His saints shall have 
brought the forces of evil into subjection to Divine law 
as the result of the great Battle of Armageddon. 








“THE TONGUE IS A FIRE” 


E ARE all quite familiar with the words of First 

Peter 3:10, “For he that will love life, and see 
good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips that they speak no guile”; but are we as familiar 
with the practice of it? 

We would naturally think everyone would love life and 
have a longing to see good days, but when it comes to re- 
fraining from all evil and guile it becomes quite a differ- 
ent matter that we are faced with; for if we are to obtain 
life and see good days, then we must meet the conditions 
laid down, and as the Psalmist vowed (39:1), “... I will 


take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I 
will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is 
before me.” 

All this contains a very wise and timely warning which 
we must take careful precautions to observe; for Jesus 
instructs in Matt. 12:37, “By thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” It 
is plainly evident that the tongue and lips act as a pretty 
accurate mental-ometer (if we may use the term) which 
registers the spiritual temperature of the heart and mind, 
whether it be warm and friendly toward the flesh and 
the world, and cold and frigid toward God; or whether it 
be dead and cold to the world and all wrapped up in the 
spirit of righteousness and truth, warm, glowing and 
spiritually normal as the Lord desires. 

It then is the heart, the mind, which must refrain from 
all evil and guile; it must be exercised in thinking 
thoughts of righteousness, and “whatsoever things are 
lovely,” as in Phil. 4:8. And Prov. 4: 23 tells us that it 
is the heart or mind that must be guarded with all dili- 
gence; “for out of it are the issues of life.” This teaches 
that it will take diligence to achieve the desired results. 
Dr. Moffatt renders verses 23 and 24: “Guard above all 
things, guard your inner self; for so you live and pros- 
per; bar out all talk of evil, and banish wayward words.” 


We know that all words spoken have occupied the mind 
previously ; for that is where they have taken form, and 
we know from experience that after each expression and 
the more they are expressed, the more firmly they become 
fixed in the mind, for good or bad. And unless the evil 
ideas are torn out of the mind root and branch and are 
replaced by something good and wholesome, the evil con- 
ception will bring our swift and complete ruin. The most 
deadly blow we can deal to the monster of evil thoughts 
and ideas is to suppress them and never speak of them; 
then through righteous reasoning cast them out of the 
mind. Out of a pure mind no evil or guile can come. 


Jesus, in His denunciation of certain of the Pharisees 
(Matt. 12: 34—37) uttered these convicting words: “O 
generation of vipers, how can ye being evil speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of his 
heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say 
unto you, That every idle [injurious] word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judg- 
ment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned.” 

These are plain words; they are words of truth and 
power, and they will surely be carried out to the letter. 

The Apostle James in ch. 3: 6, “The tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members 
...” plainly supports his Master’s teaching, and also in 
ch. 1:26 depicts man’s spiritual rating: “If any man 
among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion 
is vain.” It is worthless. But in chapter 3: 2 he brings out 
the opposite side: “If any man offend not in word, the 
same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole 
body.” The Apostle then goes on to depict the grave dan- 
ger that lies in the unbridled tongue; and it behooves 
each individual to regard this instruction with all seri- 
ousness. The wisest thing, then, to do is to humbly obey 
the admonition in James 4:8, and through worship, 
praise and obedience “draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye doubleminded.” 

When the mind is cleansed and purified from every evil 








4 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








thought and imagination, there will then be no danger 
of the tongue and lips speaking guile; for there will be 
none to speak, but instead there will be words of truth 
and wisdom, life and beauty, pouring forth to the up- 
building of all who hear them, as well as for one’s own 
edification and eternal welfare. We shall then be “a foun- 
tain of gardens, a well of living water, and streams from 
Lebanon” (Song of Sol. 4: 15), and as Jesus said, “a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14). 

That we may continue therein we will cry with the 
Psalmist (141:3), “Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth; keep the door of my lips.’”’ We will heed the com- 
mand by Paul in Eph. 4: 29, “Let no corrupt communica- 
tion proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers.” Then we shall gain that life which we will love, 
even eternal life; and shall surely see good days, even 
days without number, forever and ever. How grand the 
prospect! 





TOGETHER WE BUILD 


Ly ONE of the New England states there is a stone 
bridge which has become the object of much interest 
and curiosity. Where other bridges have crumbled away 
in ruins, this bridge is still in use after more than a cen- 
tury of service to man and beast. It has been a wonder 
how many flood waters it has withstood in times of 
spring thaws. One may ask: Where then lies the secret 
of its strength and endurance? 

The whole secret lies in the way it was built. It is a 
low arch type, built from stones found in that vicinity. 
The stones were just the ordinary and common run, but 
they had been cut and shaped according to a specific pat- 
tern. Each stone had been chiseled wedge-shape. Each 
was so tapered that it joined and matched its neighbor 
in exact precision. Each stone fitted into its place per- 
fectly and supported the other without any give or play. 
This giving of support one to another strengthened at 
all times the whole construction. 

Therefore being so true to shape and size, there was no 
need for mortar to bind them together. All stones were so 
knit together in unity that no foreign cementing was nec- 
essary. The heavier the load on the bridge, the more 
tightly the stones of the arch cohere and the greater is 
the resistance to pressure. The heavier the load, the 
stronger the bridge! “In unity there is strength.” 

Finding ourselves in a world of strife and confusion, 
what are we building? Are we building just for today? 
or is our aim for lasting strength and endurance? 


O Lord, grant that 
Together we build with Thee, 
Building and shaping our destiny. 


There is much building going on in our daily life, but 
not enough building with God; not enough spiritual up- 
building in thought, word and deed. It is just natural to 
build up pride, self-seeking or vainglory; but it takes 
determination and prayerful, wholehearted practice to 
build the Christian virtues of humility, benevolence and 
self-effacement into our character. 

Even as all the stones of that particular bridge are one 
bridge, so the Apostle Paul tells us that all true Chris- 
tians make up that one House, or Church, or Body. It is 
through character-building that we come into fellowship 
with God and our fellow men, working to become char- 


acter stones of godly principle. We cannot do it alone, but 
by being “workers together with God” His Word will be 
the shaping influence of our lives. If we aspire to associ- 
ate with God Tomorrow, we must build with Him today. 
He helps those who help themselves. 

We are naturally rough, unhewn stones. Unless we sub- 
mit to be cut, carved and shaped, we are of little earthly 
use, and no heavenly use whatever. In order to become a pe- 
culiar people zealous of good works, we must be worked 
upon and be re-made according to God’s design. Every 
day we should chip away on that stubborn will of ours; 
hew away on that old nature until in our daily living we 
show a marked contrast to the unhewn stones around us. 

A new life designates a new way of living. The steady 
cutting off of all flesh will show a tapering away from 
the old life. Our goal is perfection of character. That 
definite point in our life, when reached, will reveal an 
attitude of “none of self and all of Thee.” As this cutting 
and carving progresses, it will disclose the beauty of an 
inner personality fashioned in the image of God. 

When selfhood is cut away, there will be a decided 
leaning toward the brotherhood. We are not separate 
units, but all are related to each other through a hope we 
share in common. Bound together in unity, all members 
are in sympathetic relationship one with another. We 
shall be so closely knit together that there will be no 
voids where unbelief or discouragement may enter; no 
possible chance for evil to wedge itself in. 

The vital point of an arch is the keystone, which com- 
pletes the structure, giving it strength to carry the load. 
In this spiritual structure there need be no fear, for the 
Eternal and His Truth are built into the arch, a mighty 
Keystone in which the building may safely trust. He 
weighs the burden for each individual stone and gives it 
no more than it can bear. Without its keystone the arch 
crumbles; with it—God and man working together— 
neither storm, nor flood, nor time itself, can shake it. 


Why does it take so long to rebuild ourselves? Why is 
there so much shrinking of spirits at the mention of our 
besetments? Why are we unwilling to get rid of these 
ugly bumps and deformities? Why do we pray for per- 
fection but dodge the instrument that would cut away the 
imperfections? Apart from the cutting, there is no char- 
acter. Then why do not we set our feet squarely on the 
mark with no deviations, and stand up straight to the 
plumb line? The cutting away will be easier and will not 
require so much time. What could have been chipped off 
at one stroke of the hammer fails to give way due to our 
resistance, and the stroke must be given over and over 
again. Let us beg for help and assistance that we may be 
firmly fixed and established, adapting ourselves to what 
ever lot God deems best for us. “Give me my place, Lord, 
and I shall fill it!” 


When all flesh has been cut away, then God’s mark of 
approval is stamped upon our lives. “In Him each sepa- 
rate piece of building properly fitting into its neighbor, 
grows together into a temple consecrated to God” (Eph. 
2:22, Phillips). By encouraging, supporting, and cleav- 
ing one to another in joy or in trial, our strength is in- 
creased; come what may, our arch will remain unmov- 
able and unshaken. The floodwaters of daily trial will not 
stir us; neither will the showers of prosperity nor the 
winds of adversity weaken us; the loads of petty griev- 
ances will pass over us but will not crumble away our 
steadfastness. So closely will we be knit together with 
God and our fellow-Christians, that we will be builded 
into a golden span that will arch over the gulf of Death, 
reaching far into the joys of Eternity. 
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A Study of Biblical Evidence 


Concerning the 


The Dry Season 


S WE proved in our last issue, the “former rain” 
of Joel’s prophecy ceased with the close of the 
Jewish Age. The “latter rain” will not begin to 

fall until “before the harvest,” as the original Hebrew 
word, malqosh, signifies. 

Until that time, despite the claims of numerous re- 
vivalists and healers, we are living in the midst of the 
dry seascn when no Holy Spirit power is rained down 
from Heaven. While we grant that their “cures” are 
wrought by a certain power, we deny it to be Holy Spirit 
power; it is, much to the contrary, the power of animal 
magnetism, emotionalism, sensationalism. 

None who are acquainted with the Scriptural descrip- 
tion of the latter rain will be misled to accept present- 
day “cures” as a manifestation of divine power and con- 
sequently the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. To corres- 
pond with the prophecy, the latter rain must be more 
abundant than the “sprinkling rain” which began on the 
Day of Pentecost. The dry season will continue until 
someone steps upon the scene with power surpassing that 
of speaking in unknown tongues, raising the dead, shak- 
ing off the venomous viper, drinking a deadly potion, etc., 
which power the Apostles were able to exhibit. 

Who is the noble personage to whom this superior 
power will be delegated? Who will usher in the latter 
rain in such profusion that unto earth’s remotest bounds 
the entire populace shall arise to exclaim with one con- 
sent, “This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our 
eyes”? The Scriptures contain the answer. It was Jesus 
Himself who said, 


“Elias [Elijah] truly shall first come, and restore all things” 
(Matthew 17:11). 


This was a confirmation of Malachi’s prophecy (4: 5, 
6) that Elijah the Prophet should be the herald of 
Christ’s second advent. Until he comes whose right it is 
to “restore all things,” thus bringing in the latter rain, 
the dry season will continue, uninterrupted by a single 
manifestation of supernatural power. 

It may be a shock to modern “healers” to find that we 
are living in the dry season which intervenes between the 
two rains, and that any claims which they make as to 
Holy Spirit power are a delusion; however, such facts 
have been recorded upon the Sacred Page for centuries 
of time. 

The inspired writers are equally as explicit in their 
description of the dry season as in their representation 
of the other two epochs of Joel’s prophecy. Let us on the 
following pages study the special features of this time. 


FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY: ONLY THREE REMAIN 


We have noted Paul’s declaration that “prophecies” 
should “fail,” “tongues”? should “cease” and the impart- 
ing of “knowledge” by supernatural means should “van- 
ish away” at a predetermined time; that is, 


“When that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
part shall be done away.” 


HOLY SPIRIT 


The Psalmist established “the law of the Lord” as 
“perfect” (19:7). So with the completion of the written 
Word, the time of the former rain merged immediately 
into the dry season. With the inevitable suspension of 
the gifts, Paul, in this same 13th chapter of First Co- 
rinthians, advised future generations what should re- 
main (verse 13): 


“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity.” 


Not a sign of Holy Spirit power is mentioned as re- 
maining; but “faith, hope, charity” alone. Faith comes by 
hearing the Word; without it we cannot please God, for 
it is the victory that overcometh the world (Rom. 10: 17; 
Heb. 11:6; I. John 5:4). Concerning hope, we read 
(Rom. 8: 24, 25): 


“We are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: 
for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we 
hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.” 


This hope of eternal life, this grand hope of being made 
like unto the angels to die no more, generates charity or 
love—not a sentimental feeling, with prayers and cries 
for mercy, and oft-repeated assurances of affection. No; 
but we shall let the Apostles, John and Paul, tell us what 
Bible love or charity is (I. John 5:3; Rom. 13:10): 


“For this is the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments.” “Love is the fulfilling of the law.” 


Throughout the 13th of First Corinthians the great 
Apostle compares the relative virtue of possessing the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, with the far greater virtue of 
actually living the life of a Christian (verses 1—3): 


“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, 
so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, 
it profiteth me nothing.” 


These straightforward statements are doubtlessly a 
great jolt to the philanthropist who has always felt that 
by giving his goods to feed the poor and sharing his abun- 
dance with those less fortunate, he has rendered a serv- 
ice for God that is certain to merit divine approval. But 
the act of giving one’s goods to feed the poor is not, in 
and of itself, true charity, in the deeper sense of the 
word. It is but one of a number of qualities which to- 
gether make up true charity or love, and will, unaccom- 
panied by its companion virtues, profit nothing. 

Let us read Paul’s definition of this all-inclusive word, 
“charity” or “love” (verses 4—7): 


“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Charity never faileth.” 


“Love” and “works” are synonymous terms in the 
vocabulary of the Spirit. A sentimental love unaccom- 
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panied by obedience will not be accepted. Jesus declared 
(Luke 6:46; John 15:14): 


“Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?” “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you.” 


What are some of His commands? 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind; and thy neighbor as thyself” (Luke 10: 27). 


“Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine. . . . Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly 
to them” (I. Tim. 4:13, 15). 


“Awake to righteousness, and sin not” (I. Cor. 15:34). 
“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). 


“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and 
evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice” (Eph. 
4:31). 


Can we claim to love Jesus if we are not obeying these 
plain commands? Do we love Him with all our heart, and 
with all our strength, and with all our mind? If we do, 
we will give attendance to reading; and not only that, we 
will meditate upon the things read, and talk of the mar- 
velous works of God. We will not be found reading novels 
in place of the wonderful sixty-six Letters written to us, 
contained in His Word. If we love Him we shall be found 
redeeming the time, and that will not be at the theater, 
the moving pictures, the card table, or watching non- 
sensical scenes on the television. If we love Him we will 
awake to righteousness and sin not; will put away all 
wrath, anger, and evil speaking. Almost the last words 
that Jesus had recorded for our learning were (Rev. 22: 
14): 


“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city.” 


That is why charity, or the love of God, which is the 
keeping of His commandments, is greater than all else. 
It is the only thing that will give us a right to the tree of 
life; a right to walk the gold-paved streets of the wonder- 
. ful City of God. Of all rights, this is the greatest. To 
think that the narrow confines of the tomb shall never be 
ours; but immortal beauty, life unending, and pleasures 
forevermore! 

This way of faith, hope, and charity is aptly identi- 
fied by the Apostle to us Gentiles as the “more excellent 
way” in that it brings salvation; whereas the gifts, which 
were accessible to Apostolic believers, carried no assur- 
ance of salvation. They were simply an evidence of the 
genuineness of their mission, the certainty of the divine 
truths they were proclaiming, to show that the great God 
Himself was behind them. 

The better and more excellent way of faith, hope, and 
charity is not new. Every Patriarch, Prophet, and Apos- 
tle whose name is recorded in the Lamb’s book of life 
trod even the last mile of this “more excellent way”; like- 
wise it is the way which will lead us to the portals of the 
Kingdom of God; and to the multitudes of the coming 
ages charity will be the highroad to life, for “charity 
never faileth.” 

Furthermore, when at the coming of Christ faith is 
changed to sight and hope to glad fruition, this never- 
failing charity shall continue to shine forth in the lives 
of the redeemed throughout the endless ages of eternity. 


A GREATER BLESSING TO THOSE WHO WALK 
BY FAITH 


The Bible teaches plainly that those who would work 
out their salvation after Holy Spirit power was with- 
drawn should receive a greater reward than those who 
communed with the angels of God. This is altogether just 
and right. In any business enterprise a wise employer 
reasons that the greater work demands the greater pay. 
The Almighty is not less wise than man. And so, to the 
individuals who should live after the gifts of the Spirit 
ceased and should necessarily labor without visible su- 
pernatural aid, relying upon the written Word alone as 
their source of faith and guidance to perfection of char- 
acter, the All-wise God offers as a greater incentive 
higher honors in eternity. 

Jesus Himself provides the proof that there are greater 
blessings in store for the faithful who are deprived of 
the gifts of the Spirit and supernatural powers once be- 
stowed upon the people of God. Let us consider the case 
of Thomas, who would not believe when told by the Apos- 
= that Jesus had risen from the dead (John 20: 26~— 


“After eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, . . . and stood in their 
midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then said he to Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side; and be not faith- 
less, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord and my God. Jesus said unto him, Thomas, because 
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed.” 


How precious the promise is to us, “Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed’! There is far 
more virtue to the man who studies out the Truth from 
the words of the Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles, than 
there was to the man who received it by divine revela- 
tion; so, also, there is more credit to the person who be- 
lieves from evidence rather than from actual sight. If we 
believe wholeheartedly, in the absence of visible phe- 
nomena, we are eligible for that greater blessing prom- 
ised by Jesus. 

Jesus made the offer, and in First Corinthians 12 Paul 
reiterated it. There he likens the body of Christ, His 
Church, to the literal body which is composed of many 
members. He says in verses 27, 21—23, 


“Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
. . . And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of 
thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 
Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be 
more feeble, are necessary: and those members of the body, 
which we think to be less honorable, upon these we bestow 
more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have more 
abundant comeliness.” 


As the feet are the last extremity of the literal body, 
so in the mystical body of Christ the feet are the last to 
be formed. They are taken out and developed by faith 
only. Every member of the body of Christ has its particu- 
lar function which must be performed. The feet are not 
the mouthpiece through whom the Almighty speaks and 
manifests His power. 

Although the feet are said to be more feeble, being de- 
prived of the gifts, yet Pau! advises that they are “neces- 
sary.” What would the body be without some means of 
conveyance? What would the blessed word of truth be 
without someone to bear it about? It is the function of 
the feet to publish or carry abroad the tidings of great joy, 
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the message of salvation. In other words, it is ours simply 
to distribute the bread of heaven which was prepared by 
holy men of old. So the feet are necessary, though counted 
“less honorable” and “more feeble’ than God’s spokes- 
men of former ages through whom He manifested His 
power. Now we are prepared to read the 24th verse: 


“For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tem- 
pered the body together, having given more abundant honor 
to that part which lacked.” 


By inspiration Paul foresaw the coming dry season 
when members of Christ’s body would lack Holy Spirit 
power, and only faith, hope, and charity remain. How- 
ever, he assures us that Christ, the Head, will never say 
to the more feeble members, the feet, “I have no need of 
you.” Much to the contrary, He will bestow “more abun- 
dant honor to that part which lacked.” 


To us this is a wonderful consolation. Since the close of 
the Jewish Age, when the Holy Spirit power was with- 
drawn, all who believe with all their heart and hold on 
steadfast through evil report and good report, having 
never witnessed a sign nor seen a miracle, nor had any 
knowledge imparted by divine revelation, form the feet 
of the body and shall receive “more abundant honor.” We 
gladly accept the humble, lowly part now, to have it said 
to us by the Master, “Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed.” 

How much easier it would be to walk faithfully if we 
could behold the wonders witnessed by the people of God 
in past ages! Could we but see “the burning bush, the 
flaming mountaintop, the fiery pillar; how free from toil 
would seem the journey through the wilderness!” 

Could we, as Ezekiel or Daniel, have beheld a vision of 
the bright Glory-Land of the future, it would have been 
a taste of Heaven’s sweetness here below, uplifting and 
inspiring. 

Had we stood at the grave of Lazarus and had seen 
that form once cold in death come forth a living, breath- 
ing creature, how easy then for faith to rise to mountain 
heights, and works to follow! In the light of these won- 
ders great and of angelic visitation, how much easier 
then to say, “These light afflictions!’ Could we behold the 
blind made to see, the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, how 
much easier then to face the world and not deny the Mas- 
ter! How much more difficult now to arrest the wandering 
gaze and fix it upon the wonders of that “world to come,” 
the glories of the greater Day! 

However, in view of that special blessing promised by 
Jesus, and the “more abundant honor” which, according 
to Paul, is reserved for the “feet,” we journey on by 
faith, laboring heart and hand to be called and chosen 
and faithful at the coming of our Master. 


THEY SHALL SHOW GREAT SIGNS AND LYING 
WONDERS 


“BEHOLD, I HAVE TOLD YOU BEFORE. . . . BELIEVE IT NOT” 


We have given Biblical and historical evidence that 
miracles ceased with the age of the Apostles. In the dry 
time between the former and the latter rains all who 
claim Holy Spirit guidance, the gift of healing or divine 
revelation, are not only self-deceived but they are de- 
ceiving multitudes of their communicants. 

In His discourse of Matthew 24, after noting the close 
of the Jewish Age, Jesus warned against impostors of 
the Gentile world (verses 24—26) : 


“For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 


shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told 
you before . . . believe it not.” 


Of the time after the “falling away” from the truth 
the Apostle Paul likewise forewarned in Second Thes- 
salonians 2:9, 10 and Second Timothy 3: 13 that the op- 
posers of God and righteousness would perform 


“Signs and lying wonders, . . . with all deceivableness of un- 
righteousness in them that perish.” “Evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.” 


None who hearken to the voice of Jesus and Paul will 
be deceived by such impostors. A loving God did not leave 
His people on an ocean of uncertainty, with no lights to 
mark the way, to be tossed helplessly to and fro by the 
claims of every pretender who might arise with false 
signs and lying wonders. The beacon light of Truth shines 
over the broad expanse: 


“T have told you before . . . believe it not.” 


The deception practiced in performing many of these 
so-called signs and wonders is so flagrant as to be readily 
detected. For example, in demonstration of his “divine 
appointment” one “healer” spoke in “tongues” by repeat- 
ing the Lord’s Prayer in Latin, and then giving as the in- 
terpretation, “The great Father in Heaven has given to 
me wonderful power to perform miracles, and this power 
will continue to spread over all the earth, as it is now 
spread in Heaven.” 

One member of his congregation, having been educated 
for the priesthood, recognized his “unknown tongue,” and 
exposed him before the entire assembly; whereupon the 
enraged evangelist made a hasty departure from the 
meeting, and from the community as well. 

Thus Paul’s prophecy is fulfilled: “Evil men and se- 
ducers . . . Wax worse and worse, deceiving and being 
deceived.” 

(To be continued) 





TIRED 


Tired of the path you have chosen 
When the climb is only begun? 

And you want to give up and rest 
So long ere the set of the sun? 


Tired of the stones that have hurt your feet, 
And the mists you cannot see through? 
While you long for the level road 
That winds under skies of blue. 


How can you go on, you sadly plead, 
With rain beating straight in your face 
And keeping you back from the promised goal, 
While feet more swift win the race. 


Tired? No, no! Up and on once more 
With courage the ills to meet, 

For storms will clear and the golden sun 
Show an easy path for your feet. 


—Sel. 





I would be prayerful through each busy moment, 
I would be constantly in touch with God; 
I would be tuned to hear His slightest whisper, 
I would have faith, and keep the path Christ trod. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peace- 
makers: for they shall be called the children of God.” 

Should we undertake to be a peacemaker in the usual 
sense of resolving the quarrels of other people, we would 
discover we were attempting to perform a most difficult 
task. By interfering in other people’s strife, it is so much 
easier to make things worse than to make them better. 
Personal opinion is almost certain to enter, and is most 
likely to be wrong. If the persons concerned can be made 
to take a new view of the matter in controversy, that, of 
course, is well; but if a mere compromise is brought 
about in which they agree from motives of self-interest, 
or as the result of some kind of coersion, then the trouble 
has only been patched up on the surface. There is no true 
peace. They are not, both of them, satisfied and forgiving. 

Where duty demands it, a person who is qualified should 
indeed offer his assistance to bring disagreeing parties 
into harmony. He may not succeed, but at least he has 
cleared his own soul. If he is inexperienced he had better 
consider well before attempting. (See Proverbs 26: 17.) 

Such deeds, however, are not the type which qualify in- 
dividuals for the title of “peacemakers” on whom Jesus 
conferred a blessing. The would-be peacemakers of the 
nations also fal] short of this standard. At Jesus’ return 
the universal situation will be such that they will go to 
war against Him, which will require the Battle of Arma- 
geddon to subdue them. Not until after the last trace of 
rebellion is eliminated at the close of the Millennium will 
peace on earth be a reality and the angels’ song be ful- 
filled, “On earth peace, good will toward men.” 

A moment’s glance at some of man’s besetting sins that 
mar his peace will be profitable. To begin with, angry 
words and bitter feelings are definitely a barrier to in- 
ward peace. This needs no verification; everyone knows 
it. Then come the feelings of resentment, and vengeance, 
the desire to get even for the wrong someone may have 
caused us. Add to these pride and the vices that accom- 
pany it, envy and its ill effects, evil imaginations and 
their deadly work, greed and the results that follow, and 
we can see that so long as sin reigns within our hearts 
there can be no peace. It is with understanding the Psalm- 
ist wrote: “Great peace have they which love thy law: 
and nothing shall offend them” (Ps. 119: 165). 

Since it is because of the presence of sin that our peace 
is marred, the removal of sinful acts and the doing of 
worthy deeds is certain to bring us peace. Jesus’ life was 
typical of this principle. He did no sin. He went about 
doing good. He helped others in all possible ways and al- 
ways gave God the glory. The result was His great peace 
with God. Whatever the Father’s will was, He did it will- 
ingly. This was His example. We should do likewise. 

When Jesus enumerated the evils that defile men’s lives 
and hence mar their peace, “evil thoughts” headed the 
list. Consequently, the varied experiences we encounter 
in life affect us in proportion as we think about them. 
As a man “thinketh in his heart, so is he” wrote the Wise 
Man of old. And so it is. Let some misfortune befall us, 
for instance, a business decline, the joss of a job, or a 
crop failure: if we are unstable, the usual thing in such 
cases is to accept the worst and to dwell upon it at 
length. Many persons in such cases would saturate them- 
selves with the thought of ruin by thinking on it all day 
long and probably all night too. Then they discuss it in 
all its details with other people and rehearse every kind 


of trouble and difficulty that might come to them as the 
result of the occurrence. 

The foregoing is an illustration of what happens when 
one makes the most of his trouble. There are other nu- 
merous circumstances that bring about this condition. 
It may be sickness. From a slight injury or a passing 
pain, one may brood himself into more serious illness. 
Again it may be one’s fear of the uncertainty of the fu- 
ture just before him, or simply fear of meeting certain 
situations in life. In any case, whatever the disturbance, 
this thing is certain: the more one broods over his trou- 
bles the harder they get, resulting in less peace of mind. 

Before Jesus’ departure and in His own hour of trial 
He consoled His disciples with these words: “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you... . Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. . . . These 
things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 14: 27; 
16:33). In spite of the hardships Jesus’ followers were 
to encounter they were promised peace. It was not to be 
a peace which meant a life of ease and indolence, with 
never a difficulty to solve; but rather it was to be a life 
of activity, of enduring hardships for the sake of the gos- 
pel, a life which brought physical dangers and constant 
vigil. Yet through all this their inner lives would be at 
peace, that is, if they met these situations as God would 
have them. Throughout the tribulation their faith shone, 
their hope was real, and their inner peace was serene. 

Today, as with the early Church, it is not people or 
things or conditions in themselves that cause the mental 
disturbance. It is the thoughts that we hold concerning 
them. It is not the conduct of others, but our own thoughts 
that make or mar us. With a new difficulty of any kind, it 
is the reception that we give it mentally, and the attitude 
that we adopt toward it that completely determines its 
effect upon us. By right thinking, trying situations can be 
met successfully and ieave us with our mind at peace. 

While primarily our duty is making our own lives over 
new, we cannot in reality accomplish this work or attain 
the great peace without sharing our good fortune with 
others. In proportion as we learn the precepts of Christ 
we must pass the good news on. Others told us; we cannot 
keep it to ourselves; we must tell others. To a certain ex- 
tent the good news consists of a theoretical knowledge of 
the Scriptural truths, but the real joy comes with the 
doing of His will and also helping others to do it. That 
part of the work which pertains to helping others to be 
“doers of the word and not hearers only” is by far the 
greater. Being doers of the word brings people into peace 
with God, and those who convince others to do are truly 
peacemakers. 

In conclusion: If we understand the teachings of Jesus, 
and if we make every effort to practice them in all cir- 
cumstances of our daily life, not merely in a theoretical 
and forma] way but wholeheartedly in thought, word, and 
action; if we seek conscientiously to eradicate every- 
thing in our lives which we know should not be there— 
not feeding or nourishing them by giving in to them but 
by starving them to death by refusing them expression— 
if in their place we seek to plant and cultivate such vir- 
tues as we know should be there; if we extend the right 
thought and feeling to every person, even to those whom 
we dislike, and practice the Golden Rule as we know we 
should; if as we learn the way of Christ we expend our 
efforts to inspire others also to learn and to do His pre- 
cepts, then we have a reasonable right to expect peace 
within and with God, and be worthy of the blessing prom- 
ised the peacemakers, to “be called the children of God.” 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


This earnest letter is from our brother at Wetaskiwin, 
Alta., Canada. 

“Dear Brethren: We are beginning a new year with 
renewed hope and an earnest warning that the day is 
very close when the Glory of the Lord shall be revealed. I 
take time to let you know that I am with you in your 
hopes and labors. .. . As we see the world fast plunging 
into a hopeless mess of fear and foolish pleasures and 
with a faith that is built on sand, we hasten to complete 
our task with renewed vigor and strength. My earnest 
hope is to be able to stand before the Judge a living sac- 
rifice, for this is what our Lord requires; and then there 
will be a great joy, with a reward so great we cannot even 
visualize it in our present state. ... 

Sincerely yours, D— H—.” 

A brother at St. Charles, Ont., Can., expresses his 
thanks for Scriptural instruction. 

“Dear Friend: . . . Accept my gratitude for having 
opened our eyes as to the true time of the anniversary of 
the birth of our divine Saviour. If you had not given us 
the references in the Bible I think I would never have 
found and accepted this so important knowledge. And 
how many other points of essential and vital light have I 
found in reading your books, from ‘Elijah’ to the ‘Trinity’ 
which are a treasure to whosoever searches for the truth. 
True friend, it is not enough to thank you for the light you 
give us for our happiness. Glory to God that in His loving 
kindness He has sent this Megiddo Mission to help us 
out of the dungeon; this wonderful Bible, also this nice 
MESSAGE, as for me will always be appreciated above all. 

Yours truly, C— T—.” 


This kind word from a young reader at Chadron, Nebr., 
speaks of interest in things divine. 

“Dear MEGIDDO MESSAGE Friends: I truly want to re- 
new my subscription for a year. I think your papers are 
just wonderful and helpful in many ways. I would also 
very much like to receive your Bible Lessons. Thank you. 
May God bless you. Sincerely, M— M—.” 


We are pleased to hear again from this sister at Man- 
hattan Beach, Calif. 

“Dear Megiddo Friends: I have been reading THE 
MEGIDDO MEsSAGE for nearly two years. I thank God for 
the wonderful work you people are doing. How I would 
love to attend your Mission to fellowship with you. I have 
been a member of a Fundamentalist church for 27 years 
but had so many doubts and fears until I started search- 
ing for the truth about four years ago. I started studying 
my Bible and going to the public library for aid. I just 
couldn’t believe our God is the fiend that I’d been taught 
to believe, and that the world had been inhabited only 
six thousand years. One day | ran across Rev. Maud 
Hembree’s volumes. I thanked God for my finding them. 
How simple and plain and understandable the Bible is 
when the scales are lifted from our eyes! What a joy it 
is now to read God’s Word! I just can’t read and study 
enough to fulfill my hunger. So many years have been 
wasted. However, there are still many things I do not 
understand, especially Genesis. Would appreciate all the 
help I can get from you. Please send me Rev. Maud 
Hembree’s two volumes; the new booklet on The Coming 
of Jesus and Elijah; the Treatise on the Holy Spirit; the 
children’s stories on Joseph and Daniel; and three Bible 
Story Color Books; also information on children’s lessons. 
I have two little girls, 5 and 10 years of age. I have Rev. 
Nichols’ booklets and read them from cover to cover. 


Please send me all the help and aid available in the study 
of God’s Word. I am striving each day to be a better 
Christian. .. . Sincerely, Mrs. K. G. B—.” 


This excellent tribute is from a brother at Wausau, 
Wis. 

“Dear Brother: Well another holiday season has come 
and gone into the past, and as this was my first Abib 
celebration with you people at the Fountainhead I-can 
truthfully say it was a most wonderful experience; my 
only regret is that I hadn’t made a visit many years be- 
fore. I was overwhelmed by your most generous hospital- 
ity you people had shown me, and many many thanks for 
everything. From a spiritual standpoint the visit was a 
blessing beyond words in that it has brought me much 
joy and happiness. I have seen Truth being lived out from 
day to day and know now that it can be done, and of course 
I realize it must be done if we want to share in that,home 
where life never ends. 

“In your letter you brought out the fact that the great- 
est happiness a Christian can derive is that of gaining 
a victory over some sinful habit, and how true I have 
found out that to be. One sinful habit of mine was to be- 
come emotionally upset over some trivial matter, but am 
happy to say that I am overcoming it more from day to 
day. I find I can control myself and feel much better by 
doing so. I also have found that by applying the word 
of Truth in our every waking hour, sin soon is crowded 
out. If we write the Word of God upon the tables of our 
heart so that these plain commands will be with us con- 
stantly we can overcome every sinful habit... . 

Yours in the true Faith, J— T—.” 


A sister writes gratefully from Epps, La. 

“Dear Friends at the Mission: I want to thank you for 
the little green folder. I enjoyed reading it so much. 
Thanks for the little place card. Yes, I enjoy every word 
from Megiddo. I would enjoy your morning meeting, but 
live too far away for a visit. I have read my MESSAGE 
paper through. The evidence concerning the Holy Spirit 
gave me light on the former rain and the latter rain. 
Jesus said, ‘By their fruits ye shall know them.’ I don’t 
see much bearing fruit around here. It is time the people 
should wake up for the world of Tomorrow. I know God 
is with you in your good work. Mrs. M. C. A—.” 


This is good news from readers at Ben Davis, Mo. 

“Dear Sirs: I am sending in a renewal for the MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE. My husband is getting interested in reading the 
MESSAGE, so we want to keep it coming. .. . Most of my 
spiritual inspiration comes from reading, and I look to 
the MESSAGE for the help I need. May God bless and “ 
you. Sincerely, Mrs. E. L. S— 


This letter of thanks from a young lad at Bright, oe, 
Can., is a sample of many which we have received from 
our young friends since the Abib season. 

“Dear Brother: I felt very thankful when I opened the 
gifts. One thing I got was a harmonica. Soon I learned to 
play a tune on it, ‘Although the Fig Tree Shall not Bloom.’ 
I like the presents very much, for they are very useful. 
So did I like the programs in the church they had. I hope 
that we will be able to come there some other time. So 
I’ll thank you and the Megiddo people again for the lovely 
presents. Your loving friend, W— B—.” 


Word has been received from Sister Culver of Douglas, 
Minn., of the safe arrival home of herself and two chil- 
dren, Florence, ten, and little five-year-old son, Daniel. 
They learned many “helpful lessons while here, for which 
they express gratitude and for all the kindness shown 
them during their stay at the Mission. 
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CLEANSING THE SANCTUARY 


For years the sanctuary was 
Neglected, and a refuge for 

The birds, and vermin; all because 
Israel worshiped there no more. 

The doors, long closed to steps of man, 
Were in a state of disrepair. 

The lamps, soot-covered, had gone out, 
And rubbish lay strewn everywhere. 


But Hezekiah now was king, 
One who revered Jehovah’s name; 
Who said, “’Tis shameful such a thing 
Should be, and Israel bears the blame. 
Up, men of Israel; to the work! 
And set His house in order now. 
Let no man hesitate or shirk, 
That we to God again may bow. 


“Repair the doors, and swing them wide, 
An invitation to all men. 
Remove the rubbish from inside, 
And light the incense lamps again. 
Cast the accumulated filth 
Into yon torrent’s rushing spume; 
Perform a thorough cleansing, and 
Do not forget the inner room.” 


We are the temple of the Lord, 
As Paul so frequently proclaimed; 
And we must work with one accord, 
Or at the Judgment we’ll be blamed. 
So swing your heart’s door open wide, 
And let the blessed sunshine in. 
Invite the Truth there to abide, 
Determined to get rid of sin. 


Relight the lamps of Faith and Hope, 
And let their glow be seen afar; 
Then you will be equipped to cope 
With every foe that seeks to bar 
Your progress. Next, remove each sin, 
Each idol dwelling in your heart; 
That you a crown of life may win. 
And don’t forget the inner part. 


The inner room—that is the place 
Where secret sins are wont to hide; 

But if we wish to see God’s face 
They must no longer there abide. 

The house of God (whose house are we, 
If we hold fast unto the end) 

Must now be cleansed most thoroughly, 
Ere we can claim Him for our Friend. 

—L. L. S. 
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